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Dear Friends,
As a nonprofit organization, benevolence
has always been a part of the Three Pillars
culture. The kind act of giving established
who and what we are today. As a matter of a
fact, if it hadn’t been for one generous gift,
the Wisconsin Masonic Home may never
have existed at all.
Born out of an idea of taking care of the
indigent, specifically widows and orphans,
a gift of a home created the opportunity
to make that dream into a reality. A
transformational gift from Willard Van
Brunt was instrumental in developing a
mission that has lasted over 100 years.
In this newsletter we will tell the stories
of current day transformational giving
and what the impact is on those we serve.
We’ll share how a generous gift enabled
the purchase of new state-of-the-art
technology that can address gait and balance
issues, which translates to preventing fall
prevention and better quality of life for our
residents.
We’ll tell how a family member’s personal
experience at Three Pillars’ Masonic Health
Care Center sparked conversation about
offering a true welcome to guests, and how
a simple cup of coffee can create a sense of
warmth and comfort while visiting a loved
one.
In this edition, we hope you’ll feel
inspired as you read about change
through transformational giving! Thanks
to the generosity of our donors, we can and
will continue to dream, develop, and do.
Wishing you a transformational New Year,

Mark Strautman

Jane Olisar

President & CEO
Chief Development
			Officer
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Transformational Giving

Experiences spark ideas, inspire gifts to create change
In the world of a nonprofit organization, generous gifts of time, talent, and
treasure are cherished. At Three Pillars in particular, gifts of all types carry
the capacity to enhance experiences for residents or further sustain the
mission that’s at the heart of all we do. Of late, we’ve seen generous gifts
translate into results that do even more than that; they’ve expanded services
and inspired transformation. With an experience on their heart, an idea in
their mind, and a financial gift in hand, Eileen Lurvey and Paul Rossmiller
recently experienced the joy of giving meaningful, transformational gifts to
Three Pillars.
For Eileen, dedicated daughter of
late Three Pillars residents Paul
and Zerlina, her connection to the
organization has run deep since 2006.
It was then that her parents made the
move from their farm in Sheboygan
County to an apartment at the brand
new Compass Point Catered Assisted
Living building.
As most women of her generation,
Zerlina was all about hospitality, with
her previous farmhouse kitchen having
served many guests over the years.
“When we visited, we adult children
and seven grandchildren would come
first into the kitchen and check the
Eileen Lurvey and her late mother, cookie jar or the dessert in the pantry,”
Zerlina Melger
		
smiled Eileen. It wasn’t long before
Zerlina had settled into a new routine
of offering hospitality in her Three Pillars apartment, happiest when the
consistent, simple pleasures of a hot pot of coffee and dessert were at hand.
After her husband’s passing two years later, Zerlina enjoyed nearly eight
more years in her apartment, another at Riverside Lodge Memory Care, and
later, a final year at the Masonic Health Care Center. In her final months, as
her health and cognition declined, many days were accompanied by distress.
Having a visiting family member at her side – and that pleasant diversion of
a cup of coffee – brought normalcy and comfort.
Continued on page 2

Transformational Giving (Continued from page 1)
Eileen and her sisters, Melanie and Carolyn, visited their
mother regularly. Carolyn visited from California for
extended periods to be with Zerlina, and Melanie, from
Middleton, WI, came often. Eileen, residing just down
the street from Three Pillars, visited most days of the
week, sometimes for long hours to reassure her mother’s
peace of mind. “Even on some of her tough days at the
Health Care Center, I could wheel her down the hall
to a new environment where a relaxed kitchen setting
allowed us to share a consoling cup of coffee,” said
Eileen. “It seemed to bring her back to a calm place.” In
July of 2017, at the age of 94, Zerlina went home to be
with the Lord.
Memorial gifts came in in Zerlina’s honor, and Eileen
and her sisters pondered how they could contribute
those dollars to Three Pillars to further enhance the
hospitality that their mother had appreciated. The
idea of a charming Hospitality Center at the Health
Care Center was born, and a transformation was set in
motion in Zerlina’s memory.
Today, when visitors enter the Masonic Health Care
Center, they’re greeted with a warm invitation to help
themselves to a hot beverage or refreshing bottle of
water, all housed in the new Hospitality Center in the
main entrance area. Other residents may now experience
the pleasure of offering that hospitality to a guest, just as
they undoubtedly did for many years in their own home,
like Zerlina.
Similarly, for Paul Rossmiller,
a strong connection to Three
Pillars fueled his aspiration
to make a meaningful
year-end gift. As a boy, he
grew up on the original
Wisconsin Masonic Home
Farm, and today, he’s a
resident at the Village on the
Square independent
apartments. Just as in his
Dr. Paul Rossmiller
youth, he’s continually grateful
for the excellent lifestyle at Three Pillars, making it an
organization very near to his heart.
As he considered making a gift, he too desired it be
not only impactful, but one that would generate
transformation. He found himself in conversation with
Mark Strautman, President & CEO of Three Pillars,
who shared about a new wellness-focused technology
called VirtuSense. As a retired dentist with an interest in
wellness, Paul’s ears perked up at the idea of technology
that could create a beneficial change.
Mark mentioned that Three Pillars has an interest in

starting a fall prevention initiative. Since falls are among
the top cause of injury for older adults, a commitment to
preventing them would have unending value for all of us
at Three Pillars, plus the generations to come,” said Paul.
They hopped online to view a demo of the technology,
and Paul was inspired. The focus of his transformational
gift was decided.
Now, the VirtuSense system at Three Pillars has kicked
off the fall prevention program. The system incorporates
a subjective physical assessment tool that can gather,
interpret, plan, and deliver a training regimen specific
to the participant’s needs while recording baseline status
and tracking improvements along the way. Its portable
nature allows it to be used right in someone’s apartment,
and in partnership with other tools presently available,
Three Pillars now offers top-of-the-line approaches to
preventing falls.
Dawn Mans, Wellness Connection Coordinator, looks
forward to utilizing the new technology in partnership
with Three Pillars’ therapy team to enhance the lives of
current and future residents and members. “It’s alarming
to hear that each year in Wisconsin, more people aged
65 and older die from falls than motor vehicle crashes.
Or that every 15 seconds, an older adult is treated in the
ER for a fall-related injury,” says Dawn. “The statistics
speak volumes to why this issue is so important to us at
Three Pillars, and we’re delighted to tackle it head on
with Paul’s gift of the VirtuSense technology. The results
will reach far into our community.”
“I love living somewhere I can brag about; a place where
these types of advancements are taking place,” Paul
beamed. “Innovations deepen the mission and what the
organization is able to do, and a program like this has
the capacity to improve and even expand more in the
future.”
Transformational gifts like these warm our hearts and
remind us that the very existence of Three Pillars can be
traced back to one very special gift, not all too different
than these we’re seeing today. When Willard Van Brunt
gave the gift of his farm and buildings to start a Masonic
Home for Wisconsin masons and their families, his
vision was one of benevolent transformation. To Mr. Van
Brunt, Ms. Lurvey, Dr. Rossmiller, and all those who
support our organization, we extend our thanks for your
contributions, the gifts of inspiration, and the proof that
positive transformations are never too far off.
To make your own gift that inspires transformation at Three
Pillars, please contact Jane Olisar, Chief Development
Officer, at 262-965-7294 or jolisar@threepillars.org.
By: Kelsey Pangborn with Eileen Lurvey

2017 Love Lights | Strands of Lights
Ken and Nora Rader
In honor of Lois Wolff
In memory of Jeanne Rader

Ann & Ron Abele
In memory of Russell and Helen Fisher

Joan H. Johnson
In memory of Milton and Joan Gregory

Jo Bentley
In memory of John M. Bentley
Al Berg

Barbara Leibundgut
In memory of Clifford Leibundgut,
Pamela Ann Leibundgut, Bessie Dailey,
and Tim Truttschel

Lois Bergmann
In memory of our loved ones

Louise and Peter Linder
In honor of Jackie Goedheer

Richard and Susan Black
In memory of
Mr. and Mrs. James Schipper,
Janet Schipper,
Mr. and Mrs. William Black

Jim Lutz
In memory of Barbara Lutz

Richard and Sheryl Rygh
In memory of Roland Rygh

David and Marcia Maule

Sally Salzman
In honor of Butler Family
In memory of Butler Family

Gini Brown
In honor of all VOS residents

George and Bonnie Morris
In memory of Doris Morris

Lynn and Pat and Ed Ryan III
Thank you all for taking good
care of our parents
In memory of Edward Ryan, our dad,
who died peacefully in his sleep Jan. 2017

Richard J. Dahnke

Patricia Mraz
In memory of Donald Mraz

Dick Shallberg
In memory of Ann Shallberg
and Aleen Shallberg

William Day
In honor of Janice R. Day

Robert Mund
In memory of Marilyn Mund (wife)

Judy Stanek
In memory of Ferdinand Stanek

Dousman Lodge #315
In memory of Gerry Beier and all other
passed Brothers of Dousman #315

Mark and Julie Strautman
In memory of Jacob Strautman

Evergreen Lodge #93
In honor of all veterans
In memory of all past Masters

Martin and Vera Murk
In memory of Agata and Adam Dragoon,
Alexander Konon, Johnny Konon,
Marie and Nicholas Konon,
Robert J. Murk, Ada and Adolph Murk
and family, and Clem Trottier
In honor of Laura and Peter Holbus and
family, Nancy and Jeffrey Leonard, Stacey
and Eric Becker, Susan and Jon Manogue,
Jill and Bob Rea, Ellie and Diana Hall,
Diane and Tim Thuemling, Andrea and
Tod Day, Lorraine Trottier, Nina Radi,
Sally and Arden Borchardt, Tom Klug,
Neena and Mickey Bowen,
Marie and Bill Koelpin Jr.

James and Donna Fleming
In memory of our parents

Larry and Vicki Nines
In honor of Mark Strautman

Marge Gozdowiak
In honor of all staff of MCHR
and Riverside Lodge

Barbro Ofenbeck
In memory of Raymond Ofenbeck

Matt Ellsworth
In memory of Oral and
Dorothy Congdon
Gurli Eriksen
In memory of my parents, brother, and
my late husband (Finn Anker Eriksen)

Mark and Tricia Green
In memory of Margaret Balkman
Bob and Barb Hegwood
In honor of our family
Stan and Mary Ann Jagow
In honor of Kathy Crosby Latoch

Lorena and Ozzie Ostrem
In memory of Ronald E. Ostrem

The family of Frank Kowalczyk
In memory of Frank Kowalczyk, loving
husband, father, grandfather, and friend
Three Pillars Senior Living
Communities
In memory of Jerome Holz
Betty Urban
In honor of Ray Urban
Gene and Ann Wright
In honor of our parents,
Judi and Art Wright
Kay Zimmer
In memory of Larry Zimmer,
Bryan Zimmer, Larry Mueller,
Oscar and Marvel Mueller,
and Joe and Anna Zimmer

MWPGM Rodney A. Paulsen
In memory of H.H. Kerr
Wayne and Judy Pinnow
In memory of Pinnow/Isaacsen Families

LOVE LIGHTS

2017 Love Lights | Individual Lights
Wendy and Keith Anderson,
Keenan Mehlos
In memory of Dorothy Mehlos

Kathleen Haggith
In memory of Marion Schwab died
6-6-07 and John Schwab died 1978

Brother Richard B. Anderson
and wife, Adrienne
In honor of Adrienne (wife)
In memory of Brother
Charles H. Anderson
and wife, Alice

Georgie Herzog
In memory of
Werner Herzog and Heather Hoye

Wesley Bailey
In honor of Gilbert Bailey
In memory of Peg Bailey
Terry Brown
In memory of
Doris and Warren Brown
Joseph and Bernice Bubacy
Martin J Callaway
In memory of Marjorie Metzelfeld
Joyce Cerami
In memory of David Cerami,
Mary Moen, and Sam Moen
Janine Coley
In memory of Doris Angelroth
Suzanne Diesness
In memory of my parents, husband,
brother, and other members
of my family
Thomas Dorn
Rosemary Edlebeck
In memory of Donald J. Edlebeck
Mary and Bob Fischer
In memory of
Betty and Elaine Witt
Joan Fitzsimmons
In honor of Lorraine Reddy
In memory of William Reddy
Jean Flesch
In memory of Michael Svoboda
and Nancy Bootz
Edna Geib
In memory of
Raymond Ofenbeck
Robert L. Granzow
In memory of
Geraldine A. Granzow
Frank and Jan Greuel
In honor of Betty Greuel
In memory of Eugene Greuel

Johnine E. Hicks
In memory of Betty Morrissy
and Bertha Farmer
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hocking
In honor of Max and Betty Merriman,
Leary and Betty Dean,
and Lucille Bendfelt

Keith and Bobbie Mueller
In honor of Tamara Klindt
Jim Nayes
In memory of Joan Nayes
Doug and Delores O’Grady
In memory of
Delbert and Jeanne Burrington
Carolyn Oddsen
In honor of Dorothy Berlin
In memory of Clifford Berlin
John and Jane Olisar
In memory of Jim and Betty Hevey

Julie Hollenbeck
In honor of Paul, Julie, and
Hunter Hollenbeck
In memory of Jim and
LaVerne Brewer

Mr. Don Olsen
In memory of
Joanne Olsen and Patricia Olsen

J.A. Keymar
In memory of
Dolores (Dee) Keymar
and Linda Moffatt

Tom and Kelsey Pangborn
In memory of Ruth Boyd,
Stafford Pangborn, Viola Pangborn,
Bud Krecarek, and Marie Krejcarek

Carolyn Koch
In honor of Dawn Jones,
Lisa Lauerman, JoAnn Finn,
Jodie Unke, Sadie Weghort,
and Naylay Mendez Cervantes

John Parkyn
In honor of my children:
Christine, Sarah, and John Martin

Hazel Leque
In memory of
Kenneth T. Leque Sr.,
Emil Wegner, Harriet Wegner,
and Eric Johnson
Judy Lurvey
In honor of Jane Chilson
In memory of Lyle Lurvey,
Conrad Lurvey, Genevieve Lurvey,
Marian Pike, Helen Hayhurst,
Zerlina Melger, and Audrey Stewart
Catherine Maas
In honor of Ivis M. Rademan
Naomi Mayer
In memory of
Dick Mayer and Elma Hueftle
Lin McClurg
In memory of Janice Clement
and Winnie Gibson
Dick and Pat Mitchell
In memory of
Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Lannigan
Mr. and Mrs. William Mitchell
Allen and Shelia Moore
In memory of John W. Moore

Mr. Willard E. Owens

Sharon Peterson
In memory of
my mother, Genevieve Ramsey
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Pire
In memory of June Jensen
Judy Potter
In honor of the VOS Community
Yvette and Larry Presnell
In memory of
Billy McCoy, Kathy Presnell,
Clarence and Muriel Plimpton,
Molly and James Presnell,
Carl Presnell, and Nancy VanZile
Sandy, Hilary &
Creighton Pritzlaff
In memory of James Pritzlaff
David Rademacher
In memory of
Marilyn Winter and Allan Winter
Mrs. Nina Radi
In honor of Joe Dellis Family,
Russ Selbo, Martin and Vera Murk,
and Beverly Mudlitz
In memory of
Ed Radi, John Winnie Ardington,
and Ken Tyley

Michael Rowe
In memory of
Dr. Don and Nat Rowe
Robert Safford
Ken and Gail Schaefer
In memory of Agnes Smith,
Darrell Smith, Alice Schaefer,
and Russell Schaefer
James A. Sells
Sharon Ann Stamn Porter,
James Stamm, JoAnn Stamm
In memory of
Edward Stamm, Ruth Stamm,
Willliam Stamm, Flora Stamm,
and Jacob Herman Stamm
Betty Sorensen
In memory of husband, Doug
Kathy Stapleton
In memory of Richard H. Stephan
and Frances E. Stephan
Bob and Sandy Teets
In memory of Bud and Hazel Teets
The Brewer Family
In memory of Jim Brewer,
LaVerne Brewer, Preston Haslam,
and Leona Haslam
In honor of Julie Hollenbeck
Judy Vande Sande
In memory of
husband Richard Vande Sande
Heinrich Villing
Cindy Volz
In honor of Marion Schwab
In memory of her
Donna Winters
In memory of Thomas W. Winters
Norman Wood
In honor of Joann Wood
Judith Ann Wright
In honor of
Gene and Ann, Glenn and Becky,
Gregg and Ann, Amy and Anthony,
Jackie and Dan, Nate and Karena,
Lauren and Jeff, Allison and Patrick,
Alex and Josh, Brett and Trevis,
Van, George, and Archer,
Eleni, Ilyzah, and Ellie, and Jae
LaVerne Zager
In memory of John Zager

2018 - 2019 WISH LIST
Are you looking for a way to give to Three Pillars?
We are always in need of various items to enhance our campus and improve the lives of our
residents. For more information on how you can donate toward a Wish List item, please contact
Jane Olisar at 262.965.7294 or jolisar@threepillars.org.

Riverside Lodge - Memory Care

• Tablecloths - For special occasion dining. Cost - $300
• Bissell Steam Cleaner - To tend to our daily bumps and spills, the staff would like an upright
cleaner that would allow for quick, safe clean-ups. Cost - $310
• Special “Resident Outing” Packages:
o Trip to the Domes - a fun day at the Domes in Milwaukee,
which includes admission, transportation, and ice cream.
Cost - $200
o A Night at the Movies – an evening out that includes tickets
and popcorn for residents and chaperones. Cost - $250
o A Picnic in the Park – an exciting day away in the great 		
outdoors, complete with a picnic basket full of delicious
food. Cost - $200

Chapel and Ministry

• Easels – Four sturdy easels would be appreciated by our Chaplain, residents, and family members
to display special photos and memorabilia at memorial services. Cost - $30 per easel ($120 for
all four)

Masonic Center for Health and Rehab

• Monthly Activity Board – The Recreational Services department wishes for this excellent visual
tool where residents, family members, and staff could browse monthly activities in a large, clear
format. Cost - $1,900 (including shipping)
• Daily Activity and Menu Boards – Recreation and Dining Services would utilize five new
daily display boards to communicate featured activity programming and menu options.
(One for Recreation, four for Dining). Cost - $325 per board
($1,625 for all five)

Marketing, PR, and Storytelling

• Canon Camera Accessories – New lenses, a tripod, rolling dolly
attachment, and a battery pack for our camera would allow us to
enhance how we capture and share the experiences and stories
(and all the fun!) our residents enjoy at Three Pillars. Cost - $1,660
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Love Lights 2017
The first annual Love Lights ceremony and reception was held on
Thursday, December 7, with approximately 50 residents, family
members, and friends in attendance. The evening began with
words of dedication celebrating the lights, which symbolically
represented 332 individual lights and 47 strands shining in
heartfelt honor or memory of loved ones. Christmas carols and the
grand illumination of the tree concluded the ceremony, followed by
cookies, hot cocoa, and fellowship in the warmth of the indoors.
In total, just over $6,500 was raised through the purchase of lights
and strands. A portion of the funds from this initiative will be
used for new user-friendly technology which enables everyone –
residents, staff, and family members – to experience recreation, social connection, memory care engagement, and
therapy in one integrated experience. This exciting new tool will be rolled out within all levels of the continuum of
care in the new year.
Thank you to all who participated in this first time event at Three Pillars. Please make certain to mark your calendars
for the 2nd annual Love Lights ceremony on December 6, 2018.
Jane Olisar, Chief
Development
Officer, welcomes
guests at the first
annual Love Lights
Tree Lighting
Ceremony.

Volunteer resident
Suzanne Diesness
greets attendees.

Residents Bob Mund
and Gini Brown
enjoy socialization
and refreshments
following the tree
lighting.

